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By Saundra Hadley
v/lth planning...forever events

lanning the décor for your wedding reception ls

always exciting. What will be the colors? Will you use

floor length linens? What style should you use for
centerpieces? The reception is definitely the area where you
spend the most of your décor budget.

The one aspect that many DIY ers may over look is the
lighting of their event. This is an area that should not be ne-
glected. Strategic lighting can help create the mood for your
overall reception. Think about the beautiful pictures you
see in wedding magazines. Most of those receptions have
custom lighting packages created by lighting designers that
enhance the color scheme and décor.

This concept is exactly what we used when we designed
one of our most unique weddings in 2007. Cynthia Mad-
den and John Gannon were looking for a more distinctive
style when it came to their wedding planning. They travel
often in larger metropolitan cities and enjoy good food, fine
wine and first-class entertainment. It made perfect sense to
create a nightclub atmosphere at their wedding reception,
which was held at Casino Aztar

WEDDINGS 2008

Takiug » cue from the Miamnl nlght lile, with cool eslors
and subtle tones - everything in the room was white. Whitc
textured linens, white couches, white lounge areas, white
flowers, white chairs, white candles....you get the idea.

A professional locally-based production company, Con-
cept Sound & Light, was hired to assist with the lighting
design. Four separate lighting units were installed strateg-
cally in the four corners of the room. Each stand carried
16 lights with wide lenses and 750 watt bulbs. Over the
colored lights, gobos (a thin circular plate with holes cit
it to create a pattern of projected light) were added and! the
lights were programmed to change the room from yellow,
to pink, to blue and finally to red.

The effect was dramatic as the colors washed the roo:n
and all the white décor absorbed the different colors. Alter
you added the smart lighting that the D] provided, the
room was truly transformed into a nightclub.

Of course, this is an option that can become cost prohibi-
tive for most couples - so here are some ideas and potsihle
shortcute for you to achieve noarly the same look.
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